
JAMA Pediatrics—The Year in Review, 2019
Dimitri A. Christakis, MD, MPH

This has been another extraordinary year for JAMA
Pediatrics. We continue to pursue our mission to vet and dis-
seminate the best science and perspectives related to child
health. By the numbers presented in the Table,1-3 2019 was an-

other extraordinary year for
the journal. We received 2736
manuscripts, and our accep-

tance rate for research articles was 8%. Our impact factor inched
up again to 12.0 and remains the highest of any pediatric jour-
nal in the world.

JAMA Pediatrics serves 2 sets of customers: readers and au-
thors. For our authors, we aim to provide quick and thoughtful
review of manuscripts. In most cases, this means manuscripts
areonlyreviewedinternallyandnotsentoutforreview.Wemake
these decisions when we are confident that for a variety of rea-
sons, the manuscript is not appropriate for our journal. For ar-
ticleswedosendoutforpeerreview,themedianturnaroundtime
is 14 days. For our readers, we aim to bring science to the fore as
quickly as possible. Our median acceptance to publication time
is 102 days. But in the 21st century, science is disseminated in
many other ways; we have a social media presence on Twitter
and Facebook that continues to grow, millions of downloaded
articles, and monthly podcasts4 that are of ever-increasing popu-
larity. Finally, a relatively new measure of article impact is the
Altmetric score, which uses a proprietary algorithm to quantify
the quality and amount of attention an article receives from tra-
ditional and social media around the world. Our top 3 articles1-3

by Altmetric score from the past year are presented in the Table.
Notably, the article with the highest Almetric score rekindled an
old controversy related to the neurotoxic effects of fluoride. As
noted in my Editor’s Note,5 publishing it was a deliberative de-
cision. The ensuing media attention was not lost on policy mak-
ers or researchers, and I am hopeful that well-designed subse-
quent follow-up studies will further elucidate whether there is
a true causal relationship here.

JAMA Pediatrics benefits immensely from being part of the
JAMA Network. Submitted manuscripts can flow seamlessly
from one journal to another where they might be a better fit.
Published articles are frequently cross-linked with editorials
or related content in other JAMA Network journals.

Our success is the result of the efforts of many, starting with
the authors who entrust us with their work. We are honored to
have it, and although we can only accept 8% of the research sub-
missionswereceive,wegiveeachonecarefulandthoughtfulcon-

sideration. Next, we have our editorial team of Julie Vo (who just
joined our team) and Jennifer Matte, who process manuscripts,
field emails and phone calls, and shepherd the entire process of
getting things through the system. Next comes our crack editorial
team,includingRonKeren,MD,MPH,asthejournal’sDeputyEdi-
tor and a fantastic team of Associate Editors and Section Editors,
including Aaron Carroll, MD, Alison Galbraith, MD, MPH, Megan
Moreno, MD, MSEd, MPH, Deborah Palazzi, MD, MEd, and John
Co, MD, MPH. Benjamin French, MD, provides crucial biostatis-
tical review of all manuscripts prior to their acceptance. But most
important, we rely on the thousands of outstanding peer
reviewers,6 who selflessly donate their time and expertise. I give
you my most heartfelt appreciation.
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Table. JAMA Pediatrics Statistics for 2019

Characteristica Result
Manuscript data

All manuscripts received 2736

Research manuscripts receivedb 2195

Acceptance rate, %

Overall 16

Research 8

Peer reviewer turnaround, median, d 14

Receipt to first decision without peer review, median, d 3

Receipt to first decision with peer review, median, d 43

Acceptance to publication, median, d 102

Receipt to publication, median, d 142

2018 Journal impact factor 12.0

Information dissemination data

Recipients of electronic table of contents per week >72 000

Full-text/PDF downloads per year >5.2 million

Twitter and Facebook followers >46 000

Top 3 articles by Altmetric score

1. Green et al,1 Association Between Maternal Fluoride
Exposure During Pregnancy and IQ Scores in Offspring in
Canada

2273

2. Boers et al,2 Association of Screen Time and
Depression in Adolescence

1833

3. Madigan et al,3 Association Between Screen Time and
Children’s Performance on a Developmental Screening
Test

1530

a Data based on all manuscripts submitted, including research, review and
education, opinion, and letters.

a Includes Original Investigations and Research Letters.
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