
 

Substantiating material for statements made by Fluoride Free Australia Inc. in the 
“Yes case” for the Port Macquarie-Hastings fluoridation community poll 

7. Cost of fluoridation in Port Macquarie-Hastings 

Cost: Fluoridation costs Council and Ratepayers around $280,000 annually. 

 

Cost to PMH Ratepayers 

Please see attached the minutes of a PMH Council meeting (held on 21 April 2021) recording the 
approximate total cost of fluoridation. 

 

3. Note that the average annual cost to Council for adding fluoride to the public water supply 
is approximately $280,000. 

 

For the interest of PMH residents, Fluoride Free Australia has also been advised by PMH Council that 
the total cost of fluoridation chemicals (hydrofluorosilicic acid that is trucked from the Incitec Pivot 
fertiliser factory in Geelong) is approximately $60,000 per annum and that around 32 tonnes of this 
liquid waste chemical is used to dose about 90 per cent of the people in the Port Macquarie-Hastings 
Shire.  

This total cost equates to around $1,875 per tonne for a ‘Schedule 7 Poison’ that would otherwise 
involve SUBSTANTIAL costs for the fertiliser manufacturer to treat before they would legally be able 
to dispose of this waste product. 
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10.12 COMMUNITY POLL - FLUORIDE

MOTION

MOVED: Intemann/Pinson

That Council: 
1. Note the resolution from the Ordinary Council Meeting of 15 July 2020 for 

Council to conduct a Community Poll in conjunction with the next Local 
Government elections, scheduled for 4 September 2021, to read “Yes or No: 
Would you prefer that Council stop adding fluoride (hydrofluorosilicic acid) to 
the public water supply?” 

2. Note that the proposed Community Poll is expected to cost in the order of 
$60,000-$65,000, and is non-compulsory and non-binding, and only includes 
residents who are on the electoral roll. 

3. Note that the average annual cost to Council for adding fluoride to the public 
water supply is approximately $280,000. 

4. Advise the NSW Electoral Commission that Port Macquarie-Hastings Council 
will hold a Community Poll as identified in clause 1 above. 

5. Pursuant to clause 3 of the resolution from the Ordinary Council Meeting of 
17 February 2021: 
a) Receive and note the report provided to this April Ordinary Council 

agenda item, on options for improving upon a Community Poll for 
determining community opinion on local water fluoridation; 

b) Request the Chief Executive Officer to finalise, by 31 May 2021, the 
information sheet to provide Yes and No arguments for the Poll 
question as referred to in clause 1 above; 

c) Request the Chief Executive Officer to ensure that clear information is 
provided on the PMHC website regarding local water fluoridation and 
the Community Poll. 

6. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to expend up to a maximum of $90,000 
to: 
a) Conduct the Community Poll;
b) Produce the information sheet and website information referred to in 

clause 5b) and 5c) above;
c) Using a variety of methods, promote the Community Poll, and promote 

and distribute the A4 information sheet, and
d) Provide local schools and educational establishments with the 

information sheet and details of the Community Poll, with a request that 
consideration be given to engaging students in discussion on the 
information sheet and Community Poll. 

AMENDMENT

MOVED: Turner/Hawkins

That Council: 
1. Notes that irrespective of the result of any poll, Council will have no choice 

but to continue to fluoridate the town water supply as mandated by NSW 
Health.
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2. Acknowledges that due to point 1 above, the proposed fluoride poll will be a 
significant waste of $90,000 of the community’s money.

3. Resolve not to proceed with any poll.
4. Request the Chief Executive Officer allocate the $90,000 to provide 

additional community support in our current flood recovery crisis.

THE AMENDMENT WAS PUT AND WAS LOST

EQUAL: 3/3
FOR: Alley, Hawkins and Turner

AGAINST: Griffiths, Intemann and Pinson
CASTING VOTE:  AGAINST 

LOST 

AMENDMENT

MOVED:  Alley/Turner

That Council:
1. Note the resolution from the Ordinary Council Meeting of 15 July 2020 for 

Council to conduct a Community Poll in conjunction with the next Local 

Government elections, scheduled for 4 September 2021 to read “Yes or No: 

Would you prefer that Council stop adding fluoride (hydrofluorosilicic acid) to 
the public water supply?”

2. Note the resolution from the Ordinary Council Meeting of 17 February 2021 

that states:
That Council:
1. Note the resolution from the Ordinary Council Meeting of 15 July 2020 

for Council to conduct a Community Poll in conjunction with the next 
Local Government elections, scheduled for 4 September 2021 to read 
“Yes or No: Would you prefer that Council stop adding fluoride 
(hydrofluorosilicic acid) to the public water supply?”

2. Note that the proposed Community Poll is expected to cost in the order 
of $60,000, and is non-compulsory and non-binding, and only includes 
residents who are on the electoral roll.

3. Request the Chief Executive Officer to advise Councillors by April 2021 
on possible options, with approximate cost, for ways to determine 
community opinion on local water fluoridation which would be superior 
to or add weight to the 4 September 2021 Community Poll.  For 
example by also engaging residents not on the electoral roll and young 
people, and/or by not being associated with the September 2021 
council elections.

4. Note that the Hon Shelley Hancock, Minister for Local Government, 
has expressed concern about Council holding the Community Poll.

5. Request the Chief Executive Officer to write to Minister Hancock 
outlining local concerns about water fluoridation and requesting her 
advice on how Council might have those concerns addressed.

6. Request the Chief Executive Officer to commence arranging for an 
information sheet to both inform the community on local water 
fluoridation, and provide Yes and No arguments as referred to in point 
1 above.

3. Note the possible engagement options available as requested in accordance 
with item 3 of the resolution of 17 February 2021 as detailed in this report.
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4. Request the Chief Executive Officer to conduct qualitative workshop and 
forums plus a quantitative survey.

THE AMENDMENT WAS PUT AND LOST

LOST: 2/4
FOR: Alley and Turner

AGAINST: Griffiths, Hawkins, Intemann and Pinson

THE MOTION WAS PUT AND CARRIED

RESOLVED: Intemann/Pinson

That Council: 
1. Note the resolution from the Ordinary Council Meeting of 15 July 2020 for 

Council to conduct a Community Poll in conjunction with the next Local 
Government elections, scheduled for 4 September 2021, to read “Yes or No: 
Would you prefer that Council stop adding fluoride (hydrofluorosilicic acid) to 
the public water supply?” 

2. Note that the proposed Community Poll is expected to cost in the order of 
$60,000-$65,000, and is non-compulsory and non-binding, and only includes 
residents who are on the electoral roll. 

3. Note that the average annual cost to Council for adding fluoride to the public 
water supply is approximately $280,000. 

4. Advise the NSW Electoral Commission that Port Macquarie-Hastings Council 
will hold a Community Poll as identified in clause 1 above. 

5. Pursuant to clause 3 of the resolution from the Ordinary Council Meeting of 
17 February 2021: 
d) Receive and note the report provided to this April Ordinary Council 

agenda item, on options for improving upon a Community Poll for 
determining community opinion on local water fluoridation; 

e) Request the Chief Executive Officer to finalise, by 31 May 2021, the 
information sheet to provide Yes and No arguments for the Poll 
question as referred to in clause 1 above; 

f) Request the Chief Executive Officer to ensure that clear information is 
provided on the PMHC website regarding local water fluoridation and 
the Community Poll. 

6. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to expend up to a maximum of $90,000 
to: 
e) Conduct the Community Poll;
f) Produce the information sheet and website information referred to in 

clause 5b) and 5c) above;
g) Using a variety of methods, promote the Community Poll, and promote 

and distribute the A4 information sheet, and
h) Provide local schools and educational establishments with the 

information sheet and details of the Community Poll, with a request that 
consideration be given to engaging students in discussion on the 
information sheet and Community Poll. 

EQUAL: 3/3
FOR: Griffiths, Intemann and Pinson

AGAINST: Alley, Hawkins and Turner
CASTING VOTE:  FOR

CARRIED


